February 13, 1000 


Dear Harold; 

r 

Last night/ Feb. 12/ 1999/ the Discovery Channel covered in 
some detail the Corona program. It established 2 things: 1 .4 
that Corona preceded the Mercury/Gemini/Apollo program by several 
years, and 2.) thos^ were extremely heady years for the CIA and qp 
mere president was going to take charge (control). Lockheed which 
was already working on space projects such as the WS117M program was 
assigned Corona* s developemnt. Workers (most of them) were unaware 
o \t Corona, thinking they were sending mice and mof^nkeys into 
space via the Discoverer Program in advqnce of manned flights. With 

Discoverer 14/ Corona 'got off the ground'with 17 orbits that mapped ^ 
1.5 million square miles of the Soviet Uniuon and eastern Eyrope. 

Corona qyikly showed that the bomber/missile/nuclear gap did not 
esist - in fact/ actually favored the U.S. Corona was launched in 
1958/ ju^t as the 412 was winding down. Both were th$e brainchildren 
of Dick Bissell/ a guy whose brilliancy got off the rails somewhere 
and his loyalties became misdirected!! Corona lasted until 1972! 

Many times i had run across the Corona thing and this was the 
most detailed report i ever experienced concerning it. 

It was part of a series on spies. Many Lokheed people and others who 
had knowledge of Coroaa appeqaed on the bhow. To keep the Soviets 
from recovering the film/ the cannisters were parachuted from space 
and caught in nets towed by planes. I recall those stories as having 
appeared in thr newspapers. 

I know not if this is any value to you, but, thought $. would pass 
it on. The more I learn aboit Bissell/ the more I am impressed that 
if he would have applied his loyalties properly history might be 
quite different ! ! 

Weather here is above normal - like a windchill of 90°]» i see by 

TV that everything north of heee is in a chill. Minnesota is very 
cold and lots of snow. Everytime I visit there people ask me 
how I can stand the heat in Florida!!! I tell them one tyas to 
"just gotta!!" My planned move across the peninsula will not 
change much for me except seeing my son and his family more often. 
Selling is not easy - or I should say, selling at a profit!! Too 
many similar places for sale! Kids up north inherit these places 
and when they are offered a $20/000 lump, they jusmp!!! 

Well/ take care and J hope the best for you and Lil. 

Best rgards and God bless, 

Paul H. 



